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The Yellow Wallpaper Illustrated - Charlotte Perkins Gilman 2021-06-14
"The Yellow Wallpaper" is a short story by American writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman, first published in
January 1892 in The New England Magazine.[1] It is regarded as an important early work of American
feminist literature, due to its illustration of the attitudes towards mental and physical health of women in
the 19th century. Narrated in the first person, the story is a collection of journal entries written by a woman
whose physician husband (John) has rented an old mansion for the summer. Forgoing other rooms in the
house, the couple moves into the upstairs nursery. As a form of treatment, the unnamed woman is
forbidden from working, and is encouraged to eat well and get plenty of air, so she can recuperate from
what he calls a "temporary nervous depression - a slight hysterical tendency", a diagnosis common to
women during that period
Scout Goes to School - Barbara Jo Almendinger 2018-09-12
Scout Goes to School is a true story about a therapy dog named Scout who loves going to school each day.
Scout might get into a little mischief, but the students sure love having her at school. Scout makes
everyone's day a little more fun!
The Big Sleep - Raymond Chandler 2020-04-03
The Big Sleep and (1939 and ) is a hardboiled crime novel by Raymond Chandler, the first to feature the
detective Philip Marlowe. It has been adapted for film twice, in 1946 and again in 1978. The story is set in
Los Angeles. The story is noted for its complexity, with characters double-crossing one another and secrets
being exposed throughout the narrative. The title is a euphemism for death; the final pages of the book
refer to a rumination about "sleeping the big sleep". In 1999, the book was voted 96th of Le Monde and 's
"100 Books of the Century". In 2005, it was included in Time magazine and 's "List of the 100 Best Novels".
Their Eyes Were Watching God - Zora Neale Hurston 2021-11-18
One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their Eyes Were Watching God
brings to life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston.
Out of print for almost thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black female
protagonist—Hurston’s classic has since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly
acclaimed novel in the canon of African-American literature.
The Lonely Londoners - Samuel Selvon 2006
Both devastating and funny, The Lonely Londoners is an unforgettable account of immigrant experience and one of the great twentieth-century London novels. This Penguin Modern Classics edition includes an
introduction by Susheila Nasta. At Waterloo Station, hopeful new arrivals from the West Indies step off the
boat train, ready to start afresh in 1950s London. There, homesick Moses Aloetta, who has already lived in
the city for years, meets Henry 'Sir Galahad' Oliver and shows him the ropes. In this strange, cold and
foggy city where the natives can be less than friendly at the sight of a black face, has Galahad met his
Waterloo? But the irrepressible newcomer cannot be cast down. He and all the other lonely new Londoners
- from shiftless Cap to Tolroy, whose family has descended on him from Jamaica - must try to create a new
life for themselves. As pessimistic 'old veteran' Moses watches their attempts, they gradually learn to
survive and come to love the heady excitements of London. Sam Selvon (b. 1923) was born in San
Fernando, Trinidad. In 1950 Selvon left Trinidad for the UK where after hard times of survival he
established himself as a writer with A Brighter Sun (1952), An Island is a World (1955), The Lonely

Londoners (1956), Ways of Sunlight (1957), Turn Again Tiger (1958), I Hear Thunder (1963), The Housing
Lark (1965), The Plains of Caroni (1970), Moses Ascending (1975) and Moses Migrating (1983). If you
enjoyed The Lonely Londoners, you might like Jean Rhys's Voyage in the Dark or Shiva Naipaul's Fireflies,
also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'His Lonely Londoners has acquired a classics status since it
appeared in 1956 as the definitive novel about London's West Indians' Financial Times 'The unforgettable
picaresque ... a vernacular comedy of pathos' Guardian
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Puffin Modern Classics) - Mildred D. Taylor 2004-04-12
Winner of the Newbery Medal, this remarkably moving novel has impressed the hearts and minds of
millions of readers. Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one family's
struggle to maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. And
it is also Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an important
year why having land of their own is so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns to draw strength
from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. * "[A] vivid story.... Entirely through its own internal
development, the novel shows the rich inner rewards of black pride, love, and independence."—Booklist,
starred review
Braiding Sweetgrass - Robin Wall Kimmerer 2020-04-23
'A hymn of love to the world ... A journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is
historical, as clever as it is wise' Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love As a botanist, Robin Wall
Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of nature with the tools of science. As a member of the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation, she embraces the notion that plants and animals are our oldest teachers. In Braiding
Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two ways of knowledge together. Drawing on her life as an indigenous
scientist, a mother, and a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living beings - asters and goldenrod,
strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae, and sweetgrass - offer us gifts and lessons, even if we've
forgotten how to hear their voices. In a rich braid of reflections that range from the creation of Turtle
Island to the forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the
awakening of a wider ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of our
reciprocal relationship with the rest of the living world. For only when we can hear the languages of other
beings will we be capable of understanding the generosity of the earth, and learn to give our own gifts in
return.
Into the Wild - Jon Krakauer 2009-09-22
Krakauer’s page-turning bestseller explores a famed missing person mystery while unraveling the larger
riddles it holds: the profound pull of the American wilderness on our imagination; the allure of high-risk
activities to young men of a certain cast of mind; the complex, charged bond between fathers and sons.
"Terrifying... Eloquent... A heart-rending drama of human yearning." —New York Times In April 1992 a
young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt.
McKinley. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions,
burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed
body was found by a moose hunter. How Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die is the unforgettable
story of Into the Wild. Immediately after graduating from college in 1991, McCandless had roamed through
the West and Southwest on a vision quest like those made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the
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Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of its license plates, and burned all of his cash. He would
give himself a new name, Alexander Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and belongings, he would
be free to wallow in the raw, unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the
map, McCandless simply threw the maps away. Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he
vanished into the wild. Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the
disquieting facts of McCandless's short life. Admitting an interst that borders on obsession, he searches for
the clues to the drives and desires that propelled McCandless. When McCandless's innocent mistakes turn
out to be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is dismissed for his naiveté,
pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a death wish but wanting to die is a very different thing
from being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's uncompromising pilgrimage out
of the shadows, and the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by this enigmatic young man are
illuminated with a rare understanding--and not an ounce of sentimentality. Mesmerizing, heartbreaking,
Into the Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's stoytelling blaze through every
page.
Peeled - Joan Bauer 2009-06-25
Something?s rotten in the heart of apple country! Hildy Biddle dreams of being a journalist. A reporter for
her high school newspaper, The Core, she?s just waiting for a chance to prove herself. Not content to just
cover school issues, Hildy?s drawn to the town?s big story?the haunted old Ludlow house. On the surface,
Banesville, USA, seems like such a happy place, but lately, eerie happenings and ghostly sightings are
making Hildy take a deeper look. Her efforts to find out who is really haunting Banesville isn?t making her
popular, and she starts wondering if she?s cut out to be a journalist after all. But she refuses to give up,
because, hopefully, the truth will set a few ghosts free. Peeled is classic Joan Bauer, featuring a strong
heroine, and filled with her trademark witty dialogue, and problems and people worth standing up to.
Just Mercy - Bryan Stevenson 2014-10-21
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING MICHAEL B.
JORDAN AND JAMIE FOXX • A powerful true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us, and a
clarion call to fix our broken system of justice—from one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our
time. “[Bryan Stevenson’s] dedication to fighting for justice and equality has inspired me and many others
and made a lasting impact on our country.”—John Legend NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL
BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • Named One of the Best Books of the Year by The New York Times •
The Washington Post • The Boston Globe • The Seattle Times • Esquire • Time Bryan Stevenson was a
young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those
most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the
farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young
man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan
into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his
understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic,
gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an
inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. Winner of the Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Nonfiction • Winner of the NAACP Image Award for Nonfiction • Winner of a Books for a
Better Life Award • Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • Finalist for the Kirkus Reviews Prize •
An American Library Association Notable Book “Every bit as moving as To Kill a Mockingbird, and in some
ways more so . . . a searing indictment of American criminal justice and a stirring testament to the salvation
that fighting for the vulnerable sometimes yields.”—David Cole, The New York Review of Books “Searing,
moving . . . Bryan Stevenson may, indeed, be America’s Mandela.”—Nicholas Kristof, The New York Times
“You don’t have to read too long to start cheering for this man. . . . The message of this book . . . is that evil
can be overcome, a difference can be made. Just Mercy will make you upset and it will make you
hopeful.”—Ted Conover, The New York Times Book Review “Inspiring . . . a work of style, substance and
clarity . . . Stevenson is not only a great lawyer, he’s also a gifted writer and storyteller.”—The Washington
Post “As deeply moving, poignant and powerful a book as has been, and maybe ever can be, written about
the death penalty.”—The Financial Times “Brilliant.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

Farewell to Manzanar - Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 2002
The American-born author describes her family's experiences and impressions when they were forced to
relocate to a camp for the Japanese in Owens Valley, California, called Manzanar, during World War II,
detailing how she, among others, survived in a place of oppression, confusion, and humiliation. Reissue.
To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee 2014-07-08
Voted America's Best-Loved Novel in PBS's The Great American Read Harper Lee's Pulitzer Prize-winning
masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep South—and the heroism of one man in the face of blind and
violent hatred One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated into
more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide, served as the basis for an
enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one of the best novels of the twentieth century by
librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in
a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the
eyes of a young girl, as her father—a crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man
unjustly accused of a terrible crime.
Unbroken - Laura Hillenbrand 2014-07-29
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE • Look for special features
inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was
an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious
talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an
airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air
Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering
life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation,
enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would
answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His
fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. Appearing in
paperback for the first time—with twenty arresting new photos and an extensive Q&A with the
author—Unbroken is an unforgettable testament to the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit,
brought vividly to life by Seabiscuit author Laura Hillenbrand. Hailed as the top nonfiction book of the year
by Time magazine • Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for biography and the Indies Choice Adult
Nonfiction Book of the Year award “Extraordinarily moving . . . a powerfully drawn survival epic.”—The
Wall Street Journal “[A] one-in-a-billion story . . . designed to wrench from self-respecting critics all the
blurby adjectives we normally try to avoid: It is amazing, unforgettable, gripping, harrowing, chilling, and
inspiring.”—New York “Staggering . . . mesmerizing . . . Hillenbrand’s writing is so ferociously cinematic,
the events she describes so incredible, you don’t dare take your eyes off the page.”—People “A meticulous,
soaring and beautifully written account of an extraordinary life.”—The Washington Post “Ambitious and
powerful . . . a startling narrative and an inspirational book.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Magnificent . . . incredible . . . [Hillenbrand] has crafted another masterful blend of sports, history and
overcoming terrific odds; this is biography taken to the nth degree, a chronicle of a remarkable life lived
through extraordinary times.”—The Dallas Morning News “An astonishing testament to the superhuman
power of tenacity.”—Entertainment Weekly “A tale of triumph and redemption . . . astonishingly
detailed.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “[A] masterfully told true story . . . nothing less than a
marvel.”—Washingtonian “[Hillenbrand tells this] story with cool elegance but at a thrilling sprinter’s
pace.”—Time “Hillenbrand [is] one of our best writers of narrative history. You don’t have to be a sports fan
or a war-history buff to devour this book—you just have to love great storytelling.”—Rebecca Skloot, author
of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
Kaffir Boy - Mark Mathabane 2008-06-26
A Black writer describes his childhood in South Africa under apartheid and recounts how Arthur Ashe and
Stan Smith helped him leave for America on a tennis scholarship
To Kill a Mockingbird - aBookaDay 2016-07-27
Warning: This is an independent addition to Luckiest Girl Alive, meant to enhance your experience of the
original book. If you have not yet bought the original copy, make sure to purchase it before buying this
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unofficial summary from aBookaDay. Scout gives voice to every social circle in Maycomb through her story,
as the little witness who sees all the comings and goings in the town. Together with Jem, she is her father's
watcher, inspiring Atticus Finch to commit all his greatest efforts to the Tom Robinson case, so he can show
his children what it means to fight a losing battle. She is the teller of her brother's secrets, letting readers
look in on the changing morality and maturation of a young person growing up in a southern town in 1935,
giving an insight into what the adults of Maycomb will look like fifteen years later. With her childlike spite
and surprising wit, we can trust Scout Finch to tell the whole truth and nothing but. The lessons of To Kill a
Mockingbird are for Atticus Finch to teach and for us, through his littlest daughter's eyes, to learn.
Available on PC, Mac, smart phone, tablet or Kindle device. (c) 2015 All Rights Reserved
Just Mercy - Bryan Stevenson 2016
"From one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time comes an unforgettable true story about
the redeeming potential of mercy. Bryan Stevenson was a gifted young attorney when he founded the Equal
Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those
trapped in the furthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter
McMillian, a young man sentenced to die for a notorious murder he didn't commit. The case drew
Stevenson into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship - and transformed his
understanding of mercy and justice forever."--Back cover.
Slaughterhouse-Five - Kurt Vonnegut 1999-01-12
Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best
novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books.
Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt
Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an
American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an
account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee.
As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences
time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a
cult hero in American literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned
and censored by some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements
of Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around
them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John
Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan,
and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described
Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want to write.” George
Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who
offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” More
than fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of
political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly
affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
Snow Falling on Cedars - David Guterson 2008
Contemporary / British English It is 1954 and Kabuo Miyamoto is on trial for murder. He is a Japanese
American living on the island of San Piedro, off the north-west coast of America. The Second World War has
left an atmosphere of anger and suspicion in this small community. Will Kabuo receive a fair trial? And will
the true cause of the victim's death be discovered?
East of Eden - John Steinbeck 2002-02-05
A masterpiece of Biblical scope, and the magnum opus of one of America’s most enduring authors, in a
commemorative hardcover edition In his journal, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of Eden
"the first book," and indeed it has the primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the rich farmland of
California's Salinas Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two
families—the Trasks and the Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and

the poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel. The masterpiece of Steinbeck’s later years, East of Eden is a work in
which Steinbeck created his most mesmerizing characters and explored his most enduring themes: the
mystery of identity, the inexplicability of love, and the murderous consequences of love's absence. Adapted
for the 1955 film directed by Elia Kazan introducing James Dean, and read by thousands as the book that
brought Oprah’s Book Club back, East of Eden has remained vitally present in American culture for over
half a century.
The Radleys - Matt Haig 2010-12-28
From the bestselling author of The Midnight Library, an “irresistible...full of clever turns, darkly hilarious
spins...Even if you're suffering from vampire fatigue...The Radleys is a fun, fresh contribution to the genre”
(Associated Press). Just about everyone knows a family like the Radleys. Many of us grew up next door to
one. They are a modern family, averagely content, averagely dysfunctional, living in a staid and quiet
suburban English town. Peter is an overworked doctor whose wife, Helen, has become increasingly remote
and uncommunicative. Rowan, their teenage son, is being bullied at school, and their anemic daughter,
Clara, has recently become a vegan. They are typical, that is, save for one devastating exception: Peter and
Helen are vampires and have—for seventeen years—been abstaining by choice from a life of chasing blood
in the hope that their children could live normal lives. One night, Clara finds herself driven to commit a
shocking—and disturbingly satisfying—act of violence, and her parents are forced to explain their history of
shadows and lies. A police investigation is launched that uncovers a richness of vampire history heretofore
unknown to the general public. And when the malevolent and alluring Uncle Will, a practicing vampire,
arrives to throw the police off Clara’s trail, he winds up throwing the whole house into temptation and
turmoil and unleashing a host of dark secrets that threaten the Radleys’ marriage. The Radleys is a moving,
thrilling, and radiant domestic novel that explores with daring the lengths a parent will go to protect a
child, what it costs you to deny your identity, the undeniable appeal of sin, and the everlasting, iridescent
bonds of family love. Read it and ask what we grow into when we grow up, and what we gain—and
lose—when we deny our appetites.
The Round House - Louise Erdrich 2012-10-02
Winner of the National Book Award • Washington Post Best Book of the Year • A New York Times Notable
Book From one of the most revered novelists of our time, an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of
manhood who seeks justice and understanding in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever
transforms his family. One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North Dakota is
attacked. The details of the crime are slow to surface because Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and
reluctant to relive or reveal what happened, either to the police or to her husband, Bazil, and thirteen-yearold son, Joe. In one day, Joe's life is irrevocably transformed. He tries to heal his mother, but she will not
leave her bed and slips into an abyss of solitude. Increasingly alone, Joe finds himself thrust prematurely
into an adult world for which he is ill prepared. While his father, a tribal judge, endeavors to wrest justice
from a situation that defies his efforts, Joe becomes frustrated with the official investigation and sets out
with his trusted friends, Cappy, Zack, and Angus, to get some answers of his own. Their quest takes them
first to the Round House, a sacred space and place of worship for the Ojibwe. And this is only the
beginning. The Round House is a page-turning masterpiece—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a
mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, history, and culture.
We Beat the Street - Sampson Davis 2006-04-20
Growing up on the rough streets of Newark, New Jersey, Rameck, George,and Sampson could easily have
followed their childhood friends into drug dealing, gangs, and prison. But when a presentation at their
school made the three boys aware of the opportunities available to them in the medical and dental
professions, they made a pact among themselves that they would become doctors. It took a lot of
determination—and a lot of support from one another—but despite all the hardships along the way, the
three succeeded. Retold with the help of an award-winning author, this younger adaptation of the adult hit
novel The Pact is a hard-hitting, powerful, and inspirational book that will speak to young readers
everywhere.
Sounder - William H. Armstrong 2011-07-12
This powerful Newbery-winning classic tells the story of the great coon dog Sounder and his family. An
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African American boy and his family rarely have enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father takes their dog,
Sounder, out to look for food. The man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly appears on
the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his deputies are not far behind. The
ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help the family he loves as hard times bear down. This classic
novel shows the courage, love, and faith that bind a family together despite the racism and inhumanity they
face in the nineteenth-century deep South. Readers who enjoy timeless dog stories such as Old Yeller and
Where the Red Fern Grows will find much to love in Sounder, even as they read through tears at times.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks - Rebecca Skloot 2010-02-02
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The story of modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed, race
relations—is refracted beautifully, and movingly.”—Entertainment Weekly NOW A MAJOR MOTION
PICTURE FROM HBO® STARRING OPRAH WINFREY AND ROSE BYRNE • ONE OF THE “MOST
INFLUENTIAL” (CNN), “DEFINING” (LITHUB), AND “BEST” (THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER) BOOKS OF
THE DECADE • ONE OF ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK BOOKS OF THE PAST 50 YEARS •
WINNER OF THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE HEARTLAND PRIZE FOR NONFICTION NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • Entertainment Weekly • O: The Oprah
Magazine • NPR • Financial Times • New York • Independent (U.K.) • Times (U.K.) • Publishers Weekly •
Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • Booklist • Globe and Mail Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists
know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave
ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the most important tools in
medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still alive today, though she has
been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered
secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro
fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks
remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. Henrietta’s family did not learn of her
“immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists investigating HeLa began using
her husband and children in research without informed consent. And though the cells had launched a
multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family never saw any of the profits. As
Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family—past and present—is inextricably
connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal
battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of. Over the decade it took to uncover this story,
Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks family—especially Henrietta’s daughter Deborah.
Deborah was consumed with questions: Had scientists cloned her mother? Had they killed her to harvest
her cells? And if her mother was so important to medicine, why couldn’t her children afford health
insurance? Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks captures the beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.
The Crying of Lot 49 - Thomas Pynchon 2012-06-13
The highly original satire about Oedipa Maas, a woman who finds herself enmeshed in a worldwide
conspiracy, meets some extremely interesting characters and attains a not inconsiderable amount of selfknowledge.
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass - Frederick Douglass 2005-06-07
Frederick Douglass's dramatic autobiographical account of his early life as a slave in America. Born into a
life of bondage, Frederick Douglass secretly taught himself to read and write. It was a crime punishable by
death, but it resulted in one of the most eloquent indictments of slavery ever recorded. His gripping
narrative takes us into the fields, cabins, and manors of pre–Civil War plantations in the South and reveals
the daily terrors he suffered. Written more than a century and a half ago by a Black man who went on to
become a famous orator, U.S. minister to Haiti, and leader of his people, this timeless classic still speaks
directly to our age. It is a record of savagery and inhumanity that goes far to explain why America still
suffers from the great injustices of the past. With an Introduction by Peter J. Gomes and an Afterword by
Gregory Stephens
Frankenstein - Mary Shelley 2019-07-27
A monster assembled by a scientist from parts of dead bodies develops a mind of his own as he learns to

loathe himself and hate his creator. Shelley's suspenseful and intellectually rich gothic tale confronts some
of the most important and enduring themes in all of literture-the power of human imagination, the potential
hubris of science, the gulf between appearance and essence, the effects of human cruelty, the desire for
revenge and the need for forgiveness, and much more.
What the Children Know - Saraa Kami 2015-05-20
What the Children Know is about a woman whose been devastated by the infidelity of her husband. Picking
up the pieces of her life, our heroine goes on to overcome betrayal through the power of forgiveness.
Walden Two - B. F. Skinner 2005-07-15
A reprint of the 1976 Macmillan edition. This fictional outline of a modern utopia has been a center of
controversy ever since its publication in 1948. Set in the United States, it pictures a society in which human
problems are solved by a scientific technology of human conduct.
To Kill a Mockingbird - Lisa McCarty 2006-08-01
Reproducible Reading Study Guides that give students the background and support they need to
understand and enjoy literature. With these reading guides, your students will practice reading
comprehension skills, sharpen their vocabulary and learn to identify literary elements.
Never Let Me Go - Sachin Garg 2012
The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini 2013-03-05
Amir, haunted by his betrayal of his childhood friend, a son of his father's servant, returns to Kabul as an
adult after learning Hassan has been killed. Describes Afghanistan's rich culture and beauty. For mature
readers.
Exploring America - Ray Notgrass 2014
Annie John - Jamaica Kincaid 1997-06-30
The theme of lost childhood remains constant in this short fictional narrative of rebellious Annie John's
coming of age on the small island of Antigua
A Gathering of Old Men - Ernest J. Gaines 2012-10-31
A powerful depiction of racial tensions arising over the death of a Cajun farmer at the hands of a black man-set on a Louisiana sugarcane plantation in the 1970s. The Village Voice called A Gathering of Old Men “the
best-written novel on Southern race relations in over a decade.”
The Catcher in the Rye - Jerome David Salinger 1988
Go Set a Watchman - Harper Lee 2015-07-14
#1 New York Times Bestseller “Go Set a Watchman is such an important book, perhaps the most important
novel on race to come out of the white South in decades." — New York Times A landmark novel by Harper
Lee, set two decades after her beloved Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece, To Kill a Mockingbird. Twentysix-year-old Jean Louise Finch—“Scout”—returns home to Maycomb, Alabama from New York City to visit
her aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political turmoil that
were transforming the South, Jean Louise’s homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing
truths about her close-knit family, the town, and the people dearest to her. Memories from her childhood
flood back, and her values and assumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the iconic characters
from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a young woman, and a world, in painful
yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past—a journey that can only be guided by one’s own
conscience. Written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman imparts a fuller, richer understanding and
appreciation of the late Harper Lee. Here is an unforgettable novel of wisdom, humanity, passion, humor,
and effortless precision—a profoundly affecting work of art that is both wonderfully evocative of another
era and relevant to our own times. It not only confirms the enduring brilliance of To Kill a Mockingbird, but
also serves as its essential companion, adding depth, context, and new meaning to an American classic.
Lord of the Flies - William Golding 2003-12-16
Golding’s iconic 1954 novel, now with a new foreword by Lois Lowry, remains one of the greatest books
ever written for young adults and an unforgettable classic for readers of any age. This edition includes a
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new Suggestions for Further Reading by Jennifer Buehler. At the dawn of the next world war, a plane
crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their
freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But
as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure
seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued.
Who Was Robert E. Lee? - Bonnie Bader 2014-06-26
Robert E. Lee seemed destined for greatness. His father was a Revolutionary War hero and at West Point
he graduated second in his class! In 1861, when the Southern states seceded from the Union, Lee was
offered the opportunity to command the Union forces. However, even though he was against the war, his

loyalty to his home state of Virginia wouldn’t let him fight for the North. Despite the South’s ultimate
defeat, General Robert E. Lee remains one of the United States’ true military heroes.
A Lesson Before Dying - Ernest J. Gaines 2004-01-20
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER • A deep and compassionate novel about a young
man who returns to 1940s Cajun country to visit a black youth on death row for a crime he didn't commit.
Together they come to understand the heroism of resisting. A “majestic, moving novel ... an instant classic,
a book that will be read, discussed and taught beyond the rest of our lives" (Chicago Tribune), from the
critically acclaimed author of A Gathering of Old Men and The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman.
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