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form of rule or defend it because of its "tried and true" traditions, few
people understand their church's administrative customs from a biblical
perspective. Who Runs the Church? explores questions such as: What
model for governing the church does the Bible provide, and is such a
model given for practical or spiritual reasons? Is there room for different
methods within Christianity? Or is there a right way of "doing church"?
And, finally, how (and by whom) should the church be governed? Four
predominant approaches to church government are presented by
respected proponents: Episcopalianism - represented by Peter Toon
Presbyterianism - represented by L. Roy Taylor Single-Elder
Congregationalism - represented by Paige Patterson Plural-Elder
Congregationalism - represented by Samuel E. Waldron As in other
Counterpoints books, each view is followed by critiques from the other
contributors, and its advocate then responds.
Sojourners and Strangers - Gregg R. Allison 2012-11-30
What is a church? This can be a difficult question to answer and
Christians have offered a variety of perspectives. Gregg Allison thus

The Historical Reliability of the New Testament - Craig L. Blomberg
2016-11-01
Questions about the reliability of the New Testament are commonly
raised today both by biblical scholars and popular media. Drawing on
decades of research, Craig Blomberg addresses all of the major
objections to the historicity of the New Testament in one comprehensive
volume. Topics addressed include the formation of the Gospels, the
transmission of the text, the formation of the canon, alleged
contradictions, the relationship between Jesus and Paul, supposed
Pauline forgeries, other gospels, miracles, and many more. Historical
corroborations of details from all parts of the New Testament are also
presented throughout. The Historical Reliability of the New Testament
marshals the latest scholarship in responding to New Testament
objections, while remaining accessible to non-specialists.
Who Runs the Church? - Zondervan, 2009-05-26
Churches have split and denominations have formed over the issue of
church government. While many Christians can explain their church's
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explores and synthesizes all that Scripture affirms about the new
covenant people of God, capturing a full picture of the biblical church.
He covers the topics of the church’s identity and characteristics; its
growth through purity, unity, and discipline; its offices and leadership
structures; its ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and its
ministries. Here is a rich approach to ecclesiology consisting of sustained
doctrinal reflection and wise, practical application. Part of the
Foundations of Evangelical Theology series.
The Gospel According to Mark - 1999-01-01
The earliest of the four Gospels, the book portrays Jesus as an enigmatic
figure, struggling with enemies, his inner and external demons, and with
his devoted but disconcerted disciples. Unlike other gospels, his parables
are obscure, to be explained secretly to his followers. With an
introduction by Nick Cave
40 Questions About Roman Catholicism - Gregg R. Allison
2021-09-28
Straightforward answers about Roman Catholicism for a Protestant
audience The Roman Catholic faith is one of the world's most widespread
religious traditions, yet the unique aspects of Roman Catholicism elicit
perennial questions from adherents and outsiders alike. Such questions
tend to fall into three major categories: historical backgrounds,
theological matters, and personal relationships. Using Catholic Church
documents and the writings of Catholic scholars, Baptist systematic
theologian Gregg R. Allison distills the teachings of Catholicism around
forty common questions about Catholic foundations, beliefs, and
practices. The accessible question-and-answer format guides readers to
the areas of interest, including: Where do Roman Catholic and Protestant
beliefs differ? What happens during a Roman Catholic Mass? How does
Roman Catholicism understand the biblical teaching about Mary? Who
are the saints and what is their role? How can my Roman Catholic loved
ones and I talk about the gospel? 40 Questions About Roman Catholicism
explores theology and practice, doctrine and liturgy, sacraments and
Mariology, contributions and scandals, and many other things, clarifying
both real and perceived differences and similarities with other Christian

traditions.
About the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). - 1995
From Jesus to Christ - Paula Fredriksen 2008-10-01
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza
Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this exciting book, Paula
Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by
exploring the ways that the new Christian communities interpreted his
mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had
preached. This edition includes an introduction reviews the most recent
scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and theology.
"Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American Academy of
Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-rate historian."—James D.
Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an
archaeologist would an especially rich complex site. With great care she
distinguishes the literary images from historical fact. As she does so, she
explains the images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of
the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn,
Christian Science Monitor
Against Heresies - Iren¾us 2018-03-12
When the Christian church was first forming in the time of the apostles, a
heresy that still threatens the church today called Gnosticism started to
form. This heresy was battled by the writings of Irenæus to correct
theological thinking about God, Jesus and the Bible at large. This early
church father was instrumental in fighting false teaching in the early
centuries when there were a lot of questions about the legitimacy of
Christianity in the face of the persecutions of the Roman Empire. Note:
This is a revised edition of the original Devoted Publishing edition. The
text hasn't changed just some formatting and footnote layouts have been
altered.
The Church in Gods Program - Robert L. Saucy 1974-08-21
The Church in God's Program is a biblical study covering the entire
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scope of the church - its beginning, government, ministries, and the new
covenant.
The Community of Jesus - Kendell H. Easley 2013-09-15
Intended for upper division college students, seminarians, and pastors,
The Community of Jesus delivers a biblical, historic, systematic, and
missional theology of the church. Today the word church provokes wideranging reactions and generates discussion on a variety of issues among
Christians and non-Christians alike. In order to sort through this maze of
responses and topics, a biblical and theological foundation must be laid
that provides a clear vision of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ and its
significance in God’s eternal purpose. With extensive pastoral, teaching,
missions, and administrative experience, this team of contributors
carefully sets forth the biblical teachings concerning the church and then
builds on this core material, relating the theology of the church to
salvation history, church history, God’s glory, and God’s mission: • Paul
R. House, “God Walks with His People: Old Testament Foundations”•
Andreas J. Köstenberger, “The Church According to the Gospels”•
Kendell H. Easley, “The Church in Acts and Revelation: New Testament
Bookends”• David S. Dockery, “The Church in the Pauline Epistles”• Ray
Van Neste, “The Church in the General Epistles”• James A. Patterson,
“The Church in History: Ecclesiastical Ideals and Institutional Realities”•
Stephen J.Wellum, “Beyond Mere Ecclesiology: The Church as God’s
New Covenant Community”• Christopher W. Morgan, “The Church and
the Glory of God”• Bruce Riley Ashford, “The Church in the Mission of
God”
What on Earth is the Church? - Kevin Giles 2005-09-26
What is the church? In a day when people increasingly view the church
as a relic of the past, this may be the most important question Christians
can ask themselves. The logical starting point is Scripture. In this
thorough and engaging study of the church in the New Testament, Kevin
Giles concludes that the church is first and foremost a Christian
community. No other category offers greater breadth and depth of
insight into its nature. No other category offers such a challenge to
Western individualism, nor such promise for the revitalization of the

church in the postmodern world. 'What on Earth Is the Church?' is an
exploration in New Testament theology, a careful study of the ecclesial
community from Jesus to Paul and on through to Revelation. Each
category of New Testament writings is carefully assessed, with attention
given to the early, middle, and late Pauline letters, and to the theology of
each Gospel. Giles finds in the New Testament a community in transition
-- never perfect, always provisional, and forever living in the tension
between its present imperfection and its eschatological ideal. The New
Testament does not promise an original community to be recaptured but
a variety of perspectives on being the community of God in changing
social environments.
2000 Years of Small Groups - Joel Comiskey 2015-10-03
This book explores how God has used small groups throughout church
history, specifically focusing on the early church to the present time. God
not only established the early church as a house to house movement, but
he also has used small groups throughout church history. This book
chronicles the small group or cell movement from Jesus all the way to the
modern day cell explosion. Themes include: -Small Groups In Biblical
History -Small Groups In Early Christian History -Small Groups and
Monasticism -Small Groups During the Pre-Reformation Period -Luther
and Small Groups -Martin Bucer and Small Groups -The Anabaptist
Movement -Puritan Conventicles -Pietism -The Moravians -The
Methodists -Modern House Churches -Small Groups in North America The Modern Day Cell Church This book will both critique the strengths
and weaknesses of these historical movements and apply principles to
today's church. You will grow in appreciation and understanding of key
small group principles from those pioneers who have paved the way. You
will also learn to value those movers and shakers who faced far greater
odds to implement small groups than the difficulties confronted today.
Many have struggled with the same things you're wrestling with now.
And just like they found solutions in the face of persecution and trial,
God will help you to persevere, find solutions, and ultimately bear
abundant fruit for his kingdom and glory.
The Church According to the New Testament - Daniel J. Harrington 2001
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In the last days of the twentieth century, leading New Testament scholar
and popular preacher Daniel Harrington, S.J., asked himself two
powerful questions: What might the church of the first century have to
say to the church of the twenty-first century? And How might a brief
sythesis of what the New Testament says and does not say about the
church help bring greater vitality within and unity among the churches?
The result of Father Harrington's research and thinking is this timely and
important book.
Catechism of the Catholic Church - U.S. Catholic Church 2003-03-04
Over 3 million copies sold! Essential reading for Catholics of all walks of
life. Here it is - the first new Catechism of the Catholic Church in more
than 400 years, a complete summary of what Catholics around the world
commonly believe. The Catechism draws on the Bible, the Mass, the
Sacraments, Church tradition and teaching, and the lives of saints. It
comes with a complete index, footnotes and cross-references for a fuller
understanding of every subject. The word catechism means "instruction"
- this book will serve as the standard for all future catechisms. Using the
tradition of explaining what the Church believes (the Creed), what she
celebrates (the Sacraments), what she lives (the Commandments), and
what she prays (the Lord's Prayer), the Catechism of the Catholic Church
offers challenges for believers and answers for all those interested in
learning about the mystery of the Catholic faith. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church is a positive, coherent and contemporary map for our
spiritual journey toward transformation.
The Church in the New Testament - K. Patrick Conner 1982-01-01
This textbook, written as a reference work, is designed to bring a clearer
understanding of the New Testament Church, both universally and
locally, by showing God's eternal plan for His people.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica - 2020-12-15
This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great
significance and value to literature. This forms a part of the knowledge
base for future generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have
represented this book in a print format as the same form as it was
originally first published. Hence any marks or annotations seen are left

intentionally to preserve its true nature.
How Should We Then Live? - Francis A. Schaeffer 2022-03-22
Francis Schaeffer’s Classic Analysis of the Rise and Decline of Western
Thought and Culture Civilizations throughout history have built societies
around their own limited value systems including rulers, finite gods, or
relativism—only to fail. The absence of a Christian foundation eventually
leads to breakdown, and those signs are visible in present-day culture as
well. Can modern society avoid the same fate? In this latest edition of
How Should We Then Live?, theologian Francis A. Schaeffer traces the
decline of Western culture from the fall of Rome, through the Middle
Ages and the Enlightenment, and up to the twentieth century. Studying
humanism’s impact on philosophy, science, and religion, he shows how
this worldview historically results in apathy, chaos, and decline.
Schaeffer’s important work calls on readers to live instead by Christian
ethics, placing their trust in the infinite personal God of the Bible.
Originally written in 1976, How Should We Then Live? remains
remarkably applicable today.
The Second Epistle General of Peter and the General Epistle of Jude Montague Rhodes James 1912
Peter's second epistle and Jude's epistle are explored in this work of New
Testament commentary.
Stories of Calvary - Danny Hodges 2008-04-01
Danny Hodges became the senior pastor of a young church fellowship
known as Calvary Chapel in St. Petersburg, Florida, in April of 1984.
Three years later when he was introduced to Pastor Chuck Smith and the
Calvary Chapel movement, he felt an immediate sense of being at home
and was grateful to God for leading him to this network of churches that
upheld a simple, biblical philosophy of ministry and well-balanced
doctrine. Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg soon became a fellowship of
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, and since that time God has steadily grown
the ministry from a handful of mostly young single adults to a large
church full of families. It has been exciting to see God's Spirit bring many
to salvation through Jesus Christ, see lives change and mature in the
Lord, see relationships bloom and grow, see ministries evolve and
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prosper, see a hunger for the Word of God and see a passionate desire to
win the lost to Jesus. Pastor Danny and his wife, Wendy, consider it an
honor to serve this growing body of believers together with their four
children, Tanner, Hayden, Jairus and Audra.
New Testament Theology, Or, Historical Account of the Teaching of Jesus
and of Primitive Christianity According to the New Testament Sources Willibald Beyschlag 1908

Revelation - 1999-01-01
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement
of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the
"Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an
introduction by Will Self.
What Is the Church? - Robert Charles Sproul 2013
Dr. R. C. Sproul carefully and clearly explains that the church is a body
of people saved by Jesus Christ and regenerated by the Holy Spirit who
live to glorify and enjoy God. Beginning with the ancient Nicene Creed,
which affirms that the church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, Dr.
Sproul provides accessible teaching on one of the most misunderstood of
all Christian doctrines
The Gospel According to Matthew - 1999
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated
between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an extraordinary flowering of
English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest
influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class
literary writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of
beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate,
provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the
language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of
literature and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.
The Church - Mark Dever 2012
A primer by respected Washington, DC pastor and 9Marks ministry
president Mark Dever on the doctrine of the church that explores the
important issues of church life, other doctrines, worship, and polity.
What Is the Mission of the Church? - Kevin DeYoung 2011-09-08
Social justice and mission are hot topics today: there's a wonderful
resurgence of motivated Christians passionate about spreading the
gospel and caring for the needs of others. But in our zeal to get sharing
and serving, many are unclear on gospel and mission. Yes, we are called
to spend ourselves for the sake of others, but what is the church’s unique
priority as it engages the world? DeYoung and Gilbert write to help

The Acts of the Apostles - P.D. James 1999-01-01
Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story of Jesus's followers
during the 30 years after his death. It describes how the 12 apostles,
formerly Jesus's disciples, spread the message of Christianity throughout
the Mediterranean against a background of persecution. With an
introduction by P.D. James
Church Order in the New Testament - Eduard Schweizer 2006-07-01
Schweizer listens carefully to the testimony of the various New
Testament writers in order to understand the theological problem of how
the New Testament church understood itself, and how it expressed that
understanding in its order. The purely historical question about the form
of the church at different times is seen by Schweizer as necessary, but
need only be asked insofar as the actual shaping of the church is always
evidence of the concept of its own nature to which it testifies. Thus,
Schweizer arranges the New Testament writings primarily by the
theological kinship of their idea of the church, providing a
comprehensive examination of the church in the New Testament and
Apostolic Fathers. He treats both the diversity of views and the unity
found in these writings. He also discusses issues relating to church
office, ministry, and ordination.
The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to The Romans - Ruth Rendell 1999-01-01
Paul was the most influential figure in the early Christian church. In this
epistle, written to the founders of the church in Rome, he sets out some
of his ideas on the importance of faith in overcoming mankind's innate
sinfulness and in obtaining redemption. With an introduction by Ruth
Rendell
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Christians “articulate and live out their views on the mission of the
church in ways that are theologically faithful, exegetically careful, and
personally sustainable.” Looking at the Bible’s teaching on evangelism,
social justice, and shalom, they explore the what, why, and how of the
church’s mission. From defining “mission”, to examining key passages on
social justice and their application, to setting our efforts in the context of
God’s rule, DeYoung and Gilbert bring a wise, studied perspective to the
missional conversation. Readers in all spheres of ministry will grow in
their understanding of the mission of the church and gain a renewed
sense of urgency for Jesus’ call to preach the Word and make disciples.
The New Testament Church - John P. Harrison 2012-05-01
Christian communities today face enormous challenges in the new
contexts and teachings that try to redefine what churches should be.
Christians look to the New Testament for a pattern for the church, but
the New Testament does not present a totally uniform picture of the
structure, leadership, and sacraments practiced by first-century
congregations. There was a unity of the Christian communities centered
on the teaching that Jesus is the Christ, whom God has raised from the
dead and has enthroned as Lord, yet not every assembly did exactly the
same thing and saw themselves in exactly the same way. Rather, in the
New Testament we find a collage of rich theological insights into what it
means to be the church. When leaders of today see this diversity, they
can look for New Testament ecclesiologies that are most relevant to the
social and cultural context in which their community lives. This volume of
essays, written with the latest scholarship, highlights the uniqueness of
individual ecclesiologies of the various New Testament documents and
their core unifying themes.
The Trail of Blood - J.M. Carroll 2019-10-24
Dr. JM Carroll's "The Trail of Blood" is a great historical premise
concerning the beginnings of the church from "Christ it's founder, till the
current day". Written in the early 20th century, Dr. Carroll details the
history and plight of TRUE bible believers throughout time. Still as
relevant today as it was almost 100 years ago, this timeless classic is a
must-have part of any Christian's personal reading collection.

Holy Bible - Zondervan Publishing House 2013-01-21
A reasonably priced, quality black hardcover pew and ministry Bible
featuring a large 12-point font.
What is Reformed Theology? - R. C. Sproul 2016-09-13
What Do the Five Points of Calvinism Really Mean? Many have heard of
Reformed theology, but may not be certain what it is. Some references to
it have been positive, some negative. It appears to be important, and
they'd like to know more about it. But they want a full, understandable
explanation, not a simplistic one. What Is Reformed Theology? is an
accessible introduction to beliefs that have been immensely influential in
the evangelical church. In this insightful book, R. C. Sproul walks
readers through the foundations of the Reformed doctrine and explains
how the Reformed belief is centered on God, based on God's Word, and
committed to faith in Jesus Christ. Sproul explains the five points of
Reformed theology and makes plain the reality of God's amazing grace.
The World's Religions - Huston Smith 1991-09-13
Provides an introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism,
Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and the native traditions of the Americas,
Australia, Africa, and Oceania
Images of the Church in the New Testament - Paul Sevier Minear
2004-11-12
First published in 1960, Paul Minear's classic work identifies and
explicates ninety-six images for the church found in the New Testament.
Comprehensive and accessibly written, it has been used in seminary
classes for over thirty years. Its range of reach and incredibly rich
discussions of the many images and metaphors make this book a splendid
resource for students and pastors. The New Testament Library offers
authoritative commentary on every book and major aspect of the New
Testament, as well as classic volumes of scholarship. The commentaries
in this series provide fresh translations based on the best available
ancient manuscripts, offer critical portrayals of the historical world in
which the books were created, pay careful attention to their literary
design, and present a theologically perceptive exposition of the text.
The Measure of a Church - Gene A. Getz 2001
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Imagine that the apostle Paul were to write a letter to your church -much like those he wrote to the churches of his time. Would he begin by
thanking God for your church's enduring partnership in the gospel, as he
wrote to the Philippians? Or would he thank the Lord for your faith in
Jesus and your love for the saints, as he thanked the Ephesians? What
would he thank God for about your church? Your church-centered
activities and events? Your bigger budget or giving campaign? Your
emphasis on spiritual gifts? Best-selling author Gene Getz asks the soulsearching questions we should all ask ourselves in this completely
revised and updated edition of his classic book The Measure of a Church.
Of course, it's squarely up to you to decide how well your church meets
the mark. But as Getz reminds us all, God has His own yardstick! Book
jacket.
An Introduction to the New Testament - Charles B Puskas 2012-08-30
This second edition of An Introduction to the New Testament provides
readers with pertinent material and a helpful framework that will guide
them in their understanding of the New Testament texts. Many new and
diverse cultural, historical, social-scientific, sociorhetorical, narrative,
textual, and contextual studies have been examined since the publication
of the first edition, which was in print for twenty years. The authors
retain the original tripartite arrangement on 1) The world of the New
Testament, 2) Interpreting the New Testament, and 3) Jesus and early
Christianity. An appropriate book for anyone who seeks to better
understand what is involved in the exegesis of New Testaments texts
today.
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation - Pope Paul VI. 1965
This document's purpose is to spell out the Church's understanding of
the nature of revelation--the process whereby God communicates with
human beings. It touches upon questions about Scripture, tradition, and
the teaching authority of the Church. The major concern of the document
is to proclaim a Catholic understanding of the Bible as the "word of God."
Key elements include: Trinitarian structure, roles of apostles and
bishops, and biblical reading in a historical context.

A Brief History of Sunday - Gonzalez, Justo L. 2017
Authoritative yet accessible historical overview of Christian Sunday
worship In this book noted Christian historian Justo Gonzalez tells the
story of how and why Christians have worshiped on Sunday from the
earliest days of the church to the present. After discussing the views and
practices relating to Sunday in the ancient church, Gonzalez turns to
Constantine and how his policies affected Sunday observances. He then
recounts the long process, beginning in the Middle Ages and culminating
with Puritanism, whereby Christians came to think of and strictly
observe Sunday as the Sabbath. Finally, Gonzalez looks at the current
state of things, exploring especially how the explosive growth of the
church in the Majority World has affected the observance of Sunday
worldwide. Readers of this book will rediscover the joy and excitement of
Sunday as the early church celebrated it and will find inspiration in an
age of increasing indifference and hostility to Christianity."
The Gospel According to John - 1999
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated
between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an extraordinary flowering of
English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest
influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class
literary writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of
beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate,
provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the
language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of
literature and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.
The Normal Christian Church Life - Watchman Nee 1993-05-01
Watchman Nee's writings have become well known for their deep
spiritual insight among Christians in many nations for many years.
Through these volumes a full understanding of his balanced and proper
view concerning the Bible and the spiritual life can be accurately
appreciated. This new compilation and retranslation of Watchman Nee's
writings present the reader a fresh and unedited version of his ministry
and promises to shed new light on the reader's understanding of
Watchman Nee's ministry.
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